
 
February 5, 2019 
 
Senator Eric Burlison 
201 W Capitol Ave., Rm. 219 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
 
 
Senate General Laws Committee 
Senator Bill Eigel, Chairman 
201 W Capitol Ave., Rm. 227 
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 
 

Subject:Senate Bill 64 Modifies provisions relating to sanctuary policies for municipalities 
General Laws Committee Hearing on February 5, 2019 
 

Dear Senator Burlison, Mr. Chairman, and the members of this Committee, 
 
As Executive Director of the St. Louis Inter-Faith Committee on Latin America and on behalf of the 
5,000 individuals and the congregations we represent in Missouri, I urge this committee and the 
legislature to reject Senate Bill 64. 
 
Senate Bill 64 is yet another piece of devastating enforcement legislation that serves to institutionalize 
racism and discrimination in our state. Like parallel legislation in other states, SB64 will not make our 
communities safer but rather, endanger our neighborhoods through the further entanglement of local and 
federal law enforcement. SB64 advances a broader anti-immigrant agenda full of hyperbolic and 
harmful rhetoric that criminalizes the foreign-born in our state, normalizes racism, and incites fear in our 
neighborhoods. SB64 is another attack on our shared values, and we urge you to stop this bill from 
proceeding. 
 
We are gravely concerned about the way in which SB64 mandates the expanded entanglement of local 
law enforcement with federal enforcement. A bill that would have local law enforcement shift their 
focus to enforcing complex federal immigration laws threatens the already fragile relationship between 
communities and law enforcement officials. This poses a grave threat to public safety, when 
marginalized communities and victims lose trust in the office sworn to protect them. The reality is this: 
where the police appear to act for ICE, immigrant communities stop using policing systems. This 
jeopardizes the lives of every single person in our state. Moreover, this enforcement priorities shift 
would be costly to taxpayers and further overwhelm our court system. In these ways, SB64 implements 
vague and dangerous language that disproportionately affects those in poverty and those who seek safety 
and welcome in our state. 
 
Immigrants in Missouri make our communities stronger and safer, and enable us to enjoy the economic 
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and cultural benefits of diversity. Immigrants sit beside us in our houses of worship, they are our friends 
in school, colleagues at work, and teammates in our hobbies. Overwhelmingly, immigrants share the 
same family values that many of us here today also hold. Immigrants teach us about faith and 
commitment to family; they teach us about sacrifice, patience, resilience and hope. 
 
As the mother of a 3-year-old son, these are exactly the values I yearn to teach him. It was in my 
hometown of Eureka (District 26) where I first met a family of immigrants from Mexico, some of whom 
were undocumented. As a high school senior, I quickly came to admire the dedication to family that 
these siblings demonstrated everyday, in their choices to leave their native Mexico City, in their choices 
to work long hours and put personal aspirations second to the needs of the family. I also witnessed the 
support and strength, rooted in their Christian faith, which allowed this family to persevere in times of 
challenge, illness, and even death. The profound love for God, family and neighbor was tangible. These 
are the values that I want to live, that I want to see more of in my world. But it was through my 
experiences with these and other immigrant families in Missouri that I realized that my community, my 
state, my country, did not support these traits, did not welcome these families, did not provide a space 
for these values to flourish. How will my son be able to live into the Gospel mandate to love, to show 
mercy and forgiveness, to see God in others, and to act first with compassion and empathy when the 
laws of his state, his country, do not permit and nurture those same values? 
 
States like Missouri should be leading our nation in efforts to welcome immigrants, as our communities 
are demanding. The changes in immigration policies we hope to see are ones that recognize the inherent 
dignity of migrants and reflect our values to love our neighbors. We seek policies that keep families 
together, that protect the right to migrate and control our borders with compassion and respect. Reducing 
the embarrassing backlog of immigration applications, improving the efficiency of the judicial system, 
and building ways to integrate immigrants into our communities are the kinds of changes we seek. 
 
This bill promotes a culture of discrimination and anti-immigrant attitudes. SB64 does not represent the 
values of our community and of this great state. We rely on you to represent our families, our 
communities, and our shared values. We pray that you will be guided by love and compassion, and 
reject Senate Bill 64. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
 
Most sincerely, 
 
 
Sara John 
Executive Director 
St. Louis Inter-Faith Committee on Latin America 
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