
September 21 marks one 
year that Alex Garcia has 
been living in sanctuary in 
Missouri. Alex, his family, 
the congregation and 
the community remain 
committed to justice. 
When the rights of some 
in America are threatened, 
all of our rights are 
threatened. We will stand 
with Alex until he is able to 
return home to Poplar Bluff 
and live a life of dignity 
with his family.

@AlexBelongsHere
stlsanctuary.org

WEEK OF ACTION 
ALEX BELONGS 
HERE

The Trump Administration has changed 
policy and shifted the way our nation’s 
outdated immigration laws are applied. 
These changes have detrimental impacts 
in our communities. The government 
recognized the need to exercise discretion 
in Alex’s case since 2015, but under the 
new Administration, local offices and 
agents have been emboldened to use fear, 
intimidation and incarceration as weapons 
to criminalize immigrant communities 
in furtherance of a white supremacist 
agenda. Every year, the Administration 
asks Congress for more funding for this 
detention and deportation machine, but 
pouring millions of dollars to fuel hatred is 
immoral. This Administration makes their 
intentions very clear but we are resolved in 
our values: families belong together. 

THE BIG PICTURE
We must keep families together and honor the 
dignity of all.

• Leverage your power and your 
relationships until Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement exercises 
prosecutorial discretion as prescribed by 
existing law, to immediately grant Alex a 
Stay of Removal. 

• Vote and organize your colleagues to 
vote against additional immoral funding 
for ICE, CBP and DHS. Refuse to grant 
the millions of dollars these agencies 
will use in the next fiscal year to detain 
our neighbors, separate our families and 
divide our communities.

• Introduce, co-sponsor and vote to 
support legislation that puts dignity first 
and creates a pathway to citizenship so 
that Alex and his family - and thousands 
like them - may stay together. 

ALEX NEEDS YOUR HELP
What you can do:

• Alex Garcia is a hard-working family man who has been a productive resident of   
 Missouri for more than 13 years. 

• Despite being the husband of a US citizen wife, the father of 5 US citizen children,  
 and the beloved friend, coworker and neighbor overwhelmingly supported by the  
 Poplar Bluff community, Alex does not have a viable path to citizenship. 

• A Stay of Removal would stop Alex’s deportation and allow him to reunite with his  
 family in Southern Missouri where he belongs. 
 

Rene “Alex” Garcia Maldonado (A# 078-176-440) fled extreme poverty and violence in 
Honduras and came to the U.S. 13 years ago. He was living and working in Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri, where he met his wife, Carleen “Carly” Garcia. Together they built their family 
of 7. In 2017, federal immigration authorities denied Alex’s request for a stay of removal, 
after having seen the merit of his claims and granting him stays for the previous two 
years. Determined to keep their family together in spite of this immoral decision, Alex took 
sanctuary at Christ Church United Church of Christ in Maplewood, Missouri, where he will 
stay until he is granted reprieve from deportation and reunited with his family. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has full discretion to grant Alex a stay of removal, but has 
neglected to do so. This family deserves to stay together. Alex belongs here! 

MEET ALEX GARCIA
Missouri man living in separation and fear of deoportation

 CONTACT
Sara John, Lead Organizer, IFCLA, 314-721-2977, sara@ifcla.net

Nicole Cortes, Attorney, MICA Project, 314-995-6995 ext. 3, 
nicolecortes@mica-project.org


